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WEST BARNSTABLE — Activists opposed to the hunting of coyotes in the state
for sport showed up in force Thursday evening at a meeting sponsored by the
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife.

“They do not deserve to die cruelly so that someone can earn a trophy or feel
pride,” said Rob Bender. He said he will never understand why coyotes are
hunted, adding, “Haven’t we as humans killed enough?”

The meeting, which was held in a lecture hall at Cape Cod Community College
that fit 135 people, was overflowing with residents from across Cape Cod.

The session began with a presentation on coyotes’ natural history, and current
rules and regulations revolving around hunting, followed by comments,
questions and answers.

Although state Sen. Julian Cyr, D-Truro, could not attend Thursday’s meeting,
his senior adviser, Leslie Sandberg, shared thoughts on his behalf.

Cyr supports scientific-based population management of the coyote population
by experts in the field, and is also supportive of the current state-regulated
coyote hunting season, said Sandberg. However, Cyr would like to see a limit
imposed on the size and the number of coyotes that can be hunted.

“It’s troubling that when it comes to hunting regulations in the commonwealth,
there are possession and size limits for fish, deer, migratory birds, black bears,
but not for coyotes,” said Sandberg. “It is this loophole in the regulation that has
the unintended consequence of allowing coyote hunting contests to take place.”

Sandberg said Cyr would like to see those contests ended.

Coyote hearing spurs calls to end hunting
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Thursday night’s meeting is the start of what could be a change in regulations,
said state Rep. Sarah Peake, D-Provincetown.

The Division of Fisheries and Wildlife will take feedback and bring it back to the
management board. From there it will decide if a regulation change is needed
and will bring it back to the community before anything is finalized, she said.

“What I have heard from people, it is not so much that people are upset about
hunting per se, but it is the contest nature of the hunting, with no bag limit and
no seeming parameters,” said Peake.

Powderhorn Outfitters, a Hyannis gun shop, launched the first coyote killing
contest on the Cape in January 2018. The second annual contest ended on March
10.

The contest awarded cash prizes to the hunters who brought in the largest
coyote and the most cumulative weight. Raffle tickets were also awarded for each
coyote weighed in at the store.

In both years, protesters bearing signs and expressing their condemnation of the
competition lined the road outside the store.

The coyote hunting season runs from mid-October to March.

There is a serious need of reform so that hunters and nonhunters alike can
continue to enjoy the outdoors and its wildlife, said Barnstable Town Councilor
Britt Beedenbender.

“Particularly egregious are killing contests,” she said. “These contests incentive
the indiscriminate killing of coyotes for awards and prizes, represent exploitation
of an important animal.”

Being able to kill as many coyotes as he or she wants is not conservation,
Beedenbeder argued.

Coyotes are not historically from Massachusetts, said David Wattles, a black bear
and furbearer biologist for MassWildlife. The first coyote was spotted in the
state in the 1950s, and by the 2000s have been spotted in every single city and
town, including downtown Boston.
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There are currently 9,500 to 11,500 coyotes statewide, with about 650 to 900 of
them living on Cape Cod, said Wattles.

Statewide there are typically 400 to 600 coyotes killed each year during hunting
season, he said. This year, he said, there was a jump to 750 statewide. On Cape
Cod there were 122 coyotes killed during this hunting season.

The state believes that level of mortality will not affect the coyote population,
Wattles said.

The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife will hold a second meeting
on coyote hunting on June 18. The time and location have yet to be determined.
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